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By Eric Kaufman j; 

Times Suit Writer •, 

SEWaNEE, Tenn. — FormerCIA Di- 
rector William Colby, speaking to a 
packed-house audience at the* Universi- 
ty of the South here- Tuesday night, 
called for more* “public* support and un- 
de rstanding” for the nation's? intelli- 
gence agencies. / * l -\ 

‘ This is part of a> citizen^, <Iuty-:ih a- 
country thatJbeloxi^crliii^^lb^fold^ 
students, guests and faculty/members/ 
“We have to^ move* into thls^area to- 
develop this type of public4upport/^ v 'l . 

Colby predicted that-U.S^intelligence 
operations will improve r in* the 1980s 
and termed American intelligence “the 
best intelligence in the world— • =- 

Colby, now a WashingtonJOC.', attor- 
ney, gave a talk that spanned Pearl: 
Harbor, the 1962 Cuban missile crisis 
and current growth of “super powers/’ ’ 
He said the need for a sharp U.S. in-; 
telligence system began^ with the bomb- 
ing of Pearl Harbor when so much inH 
formation about the pending Japanese; 
attack., was available but, hadn't, been > 
centralized. ... • Vi .r ; :j 

‘Information hadn’tbeen brought to a; 
cent ra L. placed 

traT Intelligence : Agency'/ r * V'* ;> 

its intelligence system came with deve-o 
lopment of aircraft that-“could fly high-- 
er and farther than anyone had to date,^ 

he said. ■/ . : 

Recalling when U.S. pilot Gary Pow- 
ers was shot down while in a spy plane 
over the Soviet Union in the ’60s, Colby 
said. ‘During the three years that plane 
flew over the Soviet Union, it wasn’t an 
exercise in idle curiosity /V , . v \. > 

He said the U.S. was saved from “nu- ; 
clear Armageddon’* when- spy aircraft 
discovered those “funny ^shapes, on- 
Cuba’* that turned out: to* be* missiles' 
during the Kennedy- administration in. 


“It was an attempt by Khrushchev to"- 
change the balance-ot power,” Colby^ 
said..“Tfiat was thfcVclosest-we have’ 
? come to nuclear Armageddon/*,; ;N. 


But Americans aren’t satisfied with| 
one or two changes in intelligence ser- *| 
vices, Colby said. 

“American intelligence must work 
under- American law and the Constitu- 
tion,” he said. 

Colby hypothesized that the “orgy of 
recriminations” against the CIA and 
other intelligence gathering agencies 
began when the late President Dwight 
Eisenhower took responsibility for Pow- 
ers’ spy plane. / ; 

“Eisenhower took personal response 
bility for the aircraft/’ he said. “There 
were a lot of sanctimonious statements 
rrtfde by various people. This came out 
as an attack as to how the CIA was ma- 
naged.” 

The fact that Eisenhower took the 
blame for the spy plane, Colby said, 
made Americans look as if they were 
not serious in the eyes of foreign na- 
tions. 

“These Americans seemed to put 
/hem (CIA operatives) on the front page 
' every day,” Colby said, mimicking a 
would-be foreign observer. 

“For a few years we have wounded 
the eyes and ears of our intelligence ser- i 
vices,” Colby said. He said the CIA has 
new and innovative systems of 
“accountability and controls’* including 
the watchful eyes of two Senate com- 
mittees. 

“Today it’s clear . * . that more people 
have to be informed of the kind of intel- 
ligence that we have today,’* he said. . 

Colby said intelligence today begins 
with “that country that has enough pow- 
er to destroy us and the entire world/* 

He said growing super /powers that 
could produce “another Khrushchev” 
will have to be closely watched in the 
near furture by American intelligence. 

“We are going to have to understand 
the nature of the threat,” he said. He 
warned of the growth of China, develop- 
ing its military, and the uncertain- politi- 
cal future of Brazil, which “has a whole 
continent to expand.” 


But the most serious threat to Ameri- ' 
can and world security, Colby said, is 
that two-thirds of the world populace is 
starving and looking for “tools and 
weapons to secure” 

Those two-thirds see the “great Ame- 
rican Satan,” he said. 

During a brief question-and-answer 
period following his talk, Colby was 
asked for comment on the fact that 
Americans had missiles in Turkey at the ! 
time the Russians had their own nuclear 
weapons in Cuba. >- * . \ 

Colby responded by saying ’"that 
“there was much fanfare and ado” 
about the matter, but “it just so hap- 
pened that the American missiles were 
soon removed from 'Turkish soil after 
Russian weapons were taken from 
Cuba. 

. On a more personal matter, Colby* 
was asked about “leakages” concerning ■ 
his recently published book. Honorable I 
Men. . •/-//. ./' / 

Colby said when he finish^ the book, 
he submitted manuscripts to the CIA for 
review, “I made changes,” Colby said, 
remembering CIA instructions, “and 
sent it to the publisher with instruct 
tions/’ _ K-j 

The problem of leaks occurred, Colby 
said, when a French publisher, for tran- 
slation purposes,; had received an ad-j 
vance copy of; the work and published! 
what was to-be deleted. “It came out j 
different inJheFrenchedition//hesaid. | 
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